FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
which holds the Empire together and preserves
us from starvation.
From a military point of view also our posi-
tion has deteriorated greatly. Thanks to the aero-
plane, Great Britain has ceased to be an island
and has lost her immunity from invasion. It is
an ominous geographical fact that she is sur-
rounded on three sides, south, east, and west, by
potential bases for air attacks, within easy bomb-
ing distance. But for the War this danger might
never have arisen, or at least have grown only
gradually and slowly.
Industrially the War has done much to
aggravate our troubles. Together with the Rus-
sian revolution it has very seriously upset our
workers, reduced the quantity and the quality
of their output, and enormously increased costs
of production. It is no wonder that our export
trade languishes and that we are growing accus-
tomed to having anything from a million unem-
ployed upwards. For many markets have been
lost, some from the impoverishment of former
customers, more from the competition of con-
verted munitions factories, others by our own
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